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SOS Sponsor 2 awards at  the 
Children Of Courage Awards 2014
On the 21st of June 2014 the Burton 
Mail held an award ceremony 
to honour the achievements of 
inspirational young people. 14 
children were honoured at the Pirelli 
Stadium, Burton On Trent.

The awards were given to children who 
showed great courage in the face of 
adversity, achievements in sporting 
performance and selflessness and 
generosity. All of the children had an 
inspirational story to tell that deserved 
recognition.

SOS sponsored the Special Recognition 
award and the Carer award. We 
believe it is important to recognise the 
achievements of young people and 
carers as it takes great dedication, 
enthusiasm, maturity and a big heart to 
provide support to those in need of it.

Special recognition
We invited award winners Dane and Aston 
Bradford-Disney to tell us more about why 
they won the special recognition award. 
Mr Disney, Dane, Dylan, Aston and Riley all 
came to visit us at SOS.

Aston was diagnosed with Leukaemia 
and has spent most of the last year in and 
out of hospital. He started off at Leicester 
Royal infirmary and was later transferred 
to Nottingham where he received 
Chemotherapy treatment. No easy feat for 
a 7 year old.

After 6-7 months at Nottingham Hospital. 
Dane, Aston’s older brother saved his life 
by donating bone marrow.  The transplant 
operation was conducted at a hospital in 
Sheffield and was a complete success.

Thanks to Dane’s selfless decision to 
donate bone marrow to his brother, Aston 
has now made a full recovery. Dane now 
aged 12 and Aston aged 8 have been 
able to get back to a normal lifestyle and 
returned to school.

Mr Disney explained that since then they 
have been fund raising for good causes. 
This has included climbing Kilimanjaro 
and abseiling at Nottingham Hospital. To 
date they have raised over £6500 for good 
causes with more to come.

We would like to congratulate Dane and 
Aston on their success at the awards and 
their bravery and wish the Disney family all 
the best for the future.

Aston receiving the special recognition 
award from SOS Managing Director, Gordon 
McQuilton MBE

Mr Disney and his boys. Left: Dylan and Riley, 
Right: Dane and Aston.

Exhibition dates
Fancy trying out our equipment or having 
a chat with one of our clinical staff? Come 
and visit our stand at any of the events 
below and we will be happy to help:

TES SEN Show

10th-11th October 2014, Islington, 
London

The Care Show

4th-5th November 2014, NEC, 
Birmingham

Kidz North

20th November 2014, Event City, 
Manchester- free entry

APCP Conference and Exhibition

21st-22nd November 2014, Surgeon’s 
Hall, Edinburgh

The OT Show

26th-27th November 2014, NEC, 
Birmingham



The Oxford Course - Continual training for SOS clinic staff
As part of our commitment to a professional clinical 
service, our clinical staff receive professional training and 
refresher courses throughout the year as part of their 
CPD.

This gives our clinical staff the opportunity to enhance and 
develop their knowledge and understanding of complex 
posture and clinical assessment. It also allows them to discuss 
unique situations and solutions for complex client needs.

Following on from hosting the Oxford 4 day Training Course, 
“Posture Management for Adults and Children with Complex 
Disabilities”.

In July this year SOS in conjunction with the Oxford team held 
a special 2 day training session specifically for our Clincal Staff. 

The 2 days were structured around both theoretical and 
applied sessions providing an overview to the posture 
management of people with complex disabilities. Effective 
Postural Assessment is essential in order to optimise remaining 
functional ability and minimise secondary complications 
associated with adults and children who have complex 
disabilities.

The 2 day course was led by Pat Postill  Physiotherapist (NOC) 
from the Oxford team.

Murtaza ‘Taz’ Raza and Kendall Thompson in the VC Bag

Pat Posthill and Wendy Murphy  have been responsible for 
development of the Oxford complex posture training courses 
which have now become established throughout the UK. 

The Oxford assessment process has 3 driving principles:

•	 Optimising function
•	 Minimising energy consumption
•	 Non-damaging

Assessment for special seating

1. Physical assessment

2. Casting technique

The training was based around 2 parts. Physical Assessment and the Casting Technique used to create the model for final product.

The clients were assessed in supine (lying on their back) and 
sitting. Joint ranges were measured, particularly noting any 
restrictions and fixed deformities.

In order to create a cast for custom seating SOS use well 
established vacuum consolidation techniques.

This process is essential for customised seating. It allows us to 
capture the client’s posture and create an accurate model for 
the seat to achieve maximum comfort whilst enabling function.

The VC Bag acts as a 
temporary seat and the client 
is given some time to sit to 
make sure they are comfortable. 
The process of fine tuning the 
position of the client is now 
done to achieve the optimum 
posture for that client, paying 
attention to the critical measures 
established in the physical 
assessment process.

Once the desired position is 
achieved the client is then 
removed from the bag. This 
allows us to make an exact 
imprint of the optimum position 
for the custom seat unit for that 
particular client.

By maintaining effective progressive training for our clinic staff 
SOS aim to provide the best possible seating service. This is 
only possible by investing in our staff and making sure they have 
the experience training and therefore expertise, to deliver to our 
customers. Further training sessions are planned for 2015.

We would like to thank Murtaza ‘Taz’ Raza and Kendall 
Thompson for being fantastic volunteers and taking part in the 
training event.

Congratulations to our 
new Operations Manager

Long term employee Stuart Pegg 
has been promoted to Operations 
Manager. Stuart has over 10 years’ 
experience working across the 
whole business making him an ideal 
candidate for the role. Congratulations 
Stuart!

3. Final position Staff to hold MacMillan 
Coffee Morning

We are taking part in the MacMillan 
coffee morning! On the 26th 
September SOS staff and their 
families are encouraged to make 
cakes for our contribution to 
MacMillan Cancer Support.

MacMillan offer support to people 
affected by cancer. Not just the 
patients but also helping carers, 
families and communities.

For more information visit the 
Macmillian website: http://coffee.
macmillan.org.uk/

Send us your photos!

We’ve been sent some great photos of children enjoying our products by parents and 
carers. We’d love to see more.

If you have any photos you would like to send us, please share them on our facebook 
page or tweet us @specialorthotic.

You can also email your photos to enquiries@specialorthotic.com.

Striking a pose at SOS
We held a photoshoot in June, inviting a few of our clients to strike a pose for our 
latest brochures (more details on the back page).

We would like to thank Kyle Forryan, Lucy Cartwright, Luke Woollett, Lyndon McCauliffe, 
Max Dunkley and Tia Palfreyman for being fantastic volunteers. We would also like to 
thank the parents and carers for their support and taking the time out to see us.

facebook.com/specialorthotic

@Specialorthotic
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CAP Documentary - SOS helps establish the centre 
for postural attention in Mexico 
The Centre for Postural Attention at the Instituto Nuero 
Amanecer in Mexico was established in January 2004.

Specialised Orthotic Services working with MEDICT, the 
Mexican Disabled Children’s Trust helped to establish a modern 
seating service in Mexico.

Our expertise and guidance along with manufacturing processes 
allowed the CAP to provide high quality wheelchair and seating 
services to the people of Mexico.

In July 2014 we received a documentary showing the  seating 
service in action. We are thrilled to have been mentioned in the 
video and are looking forward to hearing more about the centre 
and it’s progress.

Watch the full video on our Youtube channel:

https://www.youtube.com/user/SpecialOrthotic

New brochures available

We are pleased to announce the launch of our newly re-
designed brochure range. The entire range of SOS brochures 
and flyers has been updated with new content, images and 
photos.

The range includes 6 main brochures and 17 product flyers.

Please visit the knowledge centre on our website. Or contact 
us to receive a printed copy. We can also provide all of our 
brochures on a USB stick upon request.

Quarterly prize draw winner
Congratulations Mrs Sally Harley for winning our quarterly 
customer survey prize draw. We hope you enjoyed your £50 
High Street voucher.

Everyone who returns a private customer feedback form is 
entered into our prize drawer. Make sure you return yours for 
your free entry.

New Uniforms for SOS Staff
With all of the new client photos featured inside this newsletter 
the staff did not escape the paparazzi. We also updated the 
company photos featuring our new uniforms!

The new photos have been used in our new clinical services 
brochure.


