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SOS Wins Three Awards at
The Burton Mail Business Awards 2013
SOS are pleased to announce 
that we have won 3 awards 
at the Burton Mail Business 
Awards 2013. 

The company was awarded 
Business of the Year, Best Use 
of Technology and Innovation 
and the Environment Award at 
this year’s Burton Mail Business 
Awards at the Pirelli Stadium on 
the 17th October. 

We were overwhelmed with the 
response we received at the 
Burton Mail Business Awards 
and were thrilled to have won 
such prestigious awards. 

The company has experienced 
continual growth since its 
formation 33 years ago. Today 
SOS has 100 employees 
providing specialist seating 
equipment across the United 
Kingdom.

Recently appointed general 
manager, Krystyne Czerpak 
said: 

“We are absolutely thrilled to have 
received all 3 awards, it has taken 
all of our employees combined 

passion and motivation to 
ensure we continue to deliver 
quality products to our clients. 
As a team we are humbled to 
work for a company that makes 
such a difference to the lives of 
people and those around them”.

We have had to work hard to 
keep up with the emerging 
technology and the ever 
increasing need to reduce our 
impact on the environment.

SOS operates to ISO 9001:2008 
Quality Standard and ISO 
14001:2004 Environmental 
standard. We have invested 
in a rain harvesting system, 
significantly reducing the 
facilities water requirements. 
All of the company’s waste is 
sorted before collection for 
recycling and correct disposal. 
This has included investment in 
a waste crushing machine. We 
also support the Cycle to work 
scheme offering all staff this 
option.

At SOS, the research and 
development does not start and 

end in house, we include client 
feedback in our design process 
making our products out of 
need. New products are tested 
and quality checked during 
development.

We are currently researching 
the possibilities of using digital 
technology

By investing in the latest 
technology we are constantly 
improving our products and 
services.

 As part of our membership of the 
Burton Chamber of Commerce, 
we have helped keep trade 
within the East Midlands. This is 
great for the local economy and 
gives us greater flexibility in a 
demanding market.

SOS Managers at the Awards 
Ceremony (Left to Right) Stuart Pegg, 
Gordon McQuilton MBE, Carl Elson 
and Krystyne Czerpak



Christmas P Pod
From Santa
This special Christmas Edition P Pod 
was made as a one off design to 
celebrate Christmas at SOS. Complete 
with LED lights to give santa a festive 
glow, snowman and ‘Merry Christmas’ 
Embroidery.  All wrapped up with a big 
red bow on the front.

Win a P Pod! Coming Soon!

We would love the opportunity to 
arrange a group demonstration 
of our products and services, 
where we could give a more 
comprehensive overview to you 
and your colleagues. We can 
arrange this at a convenient time 
for you. Why not make it a working 
lunch and we will bring along lunch 
for the team. If you are interested 
in a group demonstration please 
email:
jshorland@specialorthotic.com.

SOS will be running a competition 
in the new year to win a P Pod, 
like us on Facebook or follow us 
on Twitter for updates.

Open Day Celebrated 33 Years of Business for SOS
On September the 27th 2013 
Specialised Orthotic Services celebrated 
33 years of success. Snooker Legend, 
Willie Thorne was on hand to help cut 
the ribbon and celebrate the opening 
of the new look production facility in 
Tutbury, Staffordshire.

Willie Thorne helped founder and 
Managing Director Gordon McQuilton 
MBE kick off a day of celebration with 
over 200 guests in attendance including 
long standing clients, staff and suppliers.  

Speeches were given by Gordon and 
Willie Thorne, followed by a moving 
speech by Maria Welch highlighting 
her experiences with SOS and how it 
has affected her life and her daughter, 
Becky Hanley. SOS would like to say 
a massive thank you to long standing 
clients Freya Smyth, Max Dunkley, 
Matthew Carter and Kim Wright (and 
parents) for making the journey to us in 
Tutbury to show their appreciation for 
everything SOS has done for them over 
the years.

This brought the end to an emotional 
recollection of the history of SOS and 
the amazing impact that our special 
seating has had on the lives of just 
some of our many clients.

Guests were invited to take a factory 
tour to see the hard work that goes 

into making our custom moulded 
seating possible.  This included a 
look at our latest technology including 
digital scanning and new product 
development.  We are proud to be 
a British manufacturer.  Nearly every 
component on our wheelchairs is made 
in-house allowing us greater control and 
flexibility essential when dealing with 
special seating equipment.

This flexibility allows us to give a more 
comprehensive service to our clients.

SOS started from humble beginnings.  
In 1975 Gordon McQuilton left Rolls-
Royce as a qualified Engineer to join 
the Orthotics and Disabilities Research 
Centre at Derby Royal Infirmary. It was 
here where Gordon helped develop the 
Derby Moulded Seat which, in 1979 
became the first ever prescribe-able 
special seat available through the NHS.

Since then SOS has continued to 
progress and develop and is now 
recognised as the UK’s leading Special 
Seating Company.

Gordon McQuilton MBE with WIllie 
Thorne after cutting the Ribon.

Gordon McQuilton MBE with some of SOS longstanding clients

The first ever MSI in a McLarren 
buggy 1979

Group Demonstrations 
Available in your Area
Contact us for More Information.



Introducing the new

Equipoise
The Equipoise Straddle 
Seat from SOS offers 
an exciting alternative 
approach to functional 
seating.

The Straddle position provides a 
new experience for clients.

Conventional seating adopts a 
90/90 sitting posture which has 
basic intrinsic disadvantages for 
children with complex postures.

The Equipoise Straddle Seat from SOS uses posture based on the position adopted when riding a horse. The effect of reducing the 
hip flexion automatically produces lordosis and puts the extensor muscles at an advantage. This places the child in an enhanced 
position of balance and minimises the effects of sitting with a poor centre of gravity.

Riding for the disabled has for many years been adopted as therapeutic exercise for children with complex disability. 

Just like riding a horse
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1. Positioning Velcro Bands
2. Foot Support (height & 

angle adjustable)
3. Tray (angle adjustable)
4. Saddle Support
5. Mobile Tilt in Space Base

Children with poor sitting balance 
can achieve a more stable position 
on the Equipoise due to reduced 
flexion in the posture, improving 
sitting balance and function.

Even children with complex disability 
can benefit from the improved 
postural balance assumed on the 
Equipoise Seat.

Available a simple floor sitting 
version or for more complex children 
on a mobile frame with built in Tilt in 
Space and play tray the Equipoise 
seat enhances and develops 
postural balance and upper body 
function. 

If you would like further details about 
this exciting development then 
contact us for more information.

The Equipoise name comes from the latin word for 
horse Equinus (Equus) and the word poise (balance 

and equalibrium).
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Unit 127/8, Fauld Industrial Park, Tutbury, Staffordshire, DE13 9HS
Tel: 01283 812860 Fax: 01283 520401
E-mail: enquiries@specialorthotic.com  Web: www.specialisedorthoticservices.co.uk

Medict Update - Celebrating World 
Peace Day in Mexico
SOS have been 
working with 
Medict, the 
Mexican Disabled 
Children’s Trust 
since 2007.  Our 
continued support 
has helped 
make a massive 
difference to 
wheelchair 
services for severely disabled children in Mexico.

The Staff and Children at the Instituto Nuevo Amanecer 
(A.B.P.)  Celebrated World Peace Day in the last week 
of September with celebrations taking place in their 
assembl. Consuelo Ibarra sent us a letter of thanks along 
with some photos from the day.  The staff shared with 
the children some of the biographies of peacemakers. 
Elementary students represented each peace maker 
with quotations from some of these people.  The day 
was concluded with a dance full of bubbles to the beat 

of ‘Imagine’.

For more 
information please 
visit the Medict 
website or contact 
us. www.medict.
co.uk

SOS Wear it Pink 2013
On Friday the 25th October, everyone took part in Wear It Pink, 
hosting a cake sale to raise money for Breast Cancer Research UK.  
The Ladies (and Men) at SOS got their baking caps on, bringing in 
a range of home-made delights and a chocolaty raffle prize.

Together we collected over £150. Thank you to everyone who took 
part. The pink feather-boas can be put away now until next year!

In 2012, £2.1 million 
was raised by wear it 
pink supporters and 
this money is already 
funding world-class 
research across the 
UK and Ireland that 
saves lives. For more 
info about Breast 
Cancer Research 
Campaign please visit:

http://www.breastcancercampaign.org

SOS Charities

SOS recognise the importance of supporting charities. Over 
the past year SOS Staff have supported:

•	 National Children’s Hospice Week by dressing up as 
superheroes for Superhero Friday

•	 Movember to raise awareness of men’s cancers

•	 British Heart Foundation by donations from our company 
Christmas cards

•	 Wear it Pink day to raise money for Breast Cancer Campaign

•	 Burton YMCA homeless shelter and Go Kids Go by selling 
raffle tickets at our Christmas meal

•	 Macmillan Cancer support from donations at our Official 
Opening

•	 Royal British Legion by selling poppies

•	 Rainbows Hospice for Children and Young People by making 
donations instead of sending Christmas cards

National Training Event Held at SOS
SOS hosted The Oxford Training 
Course during October for the 
second year running.  The course 
titled “Posture Management for 
Adults and Children with Complex 
Disabilities” was held over four days. 
Training involved a combination 
of both theoretical and applied 
sessions providing an overview 
to the posture management of 
people with complex disabilities.

Posture management is essential 
in order to optimise remaining 
functional ability and minimise 
secondary complications 

associated with adults and 
children who have complex 
disabilities. The Oxford course was 
led by Wendy Murphy, Consultant 
Physiotherapist and Pat Postill, also 
a Physiotherapist (NOC). Wendy 
Murphy is a Physiotherapist and 
helped develop the course, she is 
also a senior lecturer of the course.  
Pat Postill, Physiotherapist has 
contributed to the design and 
development of the current course 
and teaching throughout taking 
special responsibility for case 
studies and facilitation of ‘hands 

on’ practical sessions with clients. 

The course is aimed at Therapists, 
Rehabilitation Engineers, Therapy 
and Technical Assistants. The 
course was well received and 
attended by twenty Occupational 
Therapists, Physiotherapists 
and Physiotherapy Technical 
Instructors based all over the 
country. 

We are hoping to run the Posture 
Management Training Course 
again next year.


